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1 Timothy I. 19. Holding faith and a good 
Conſcience. 3 9 
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4 T theſe words are cloſely connected in ſenſe 


with the preceding, which are theſe; This 
charge I commit unto thee, Son Timothy, ac- 
cording to the prophecies which went before on 
7 thee, that thou mighteſt war a pow warfare.” 
Then follows the text, *Holding faith and a good 
Conſcience.” Timothy was a young man intro- 
duced into the miniſtry by Paul his ſpiritual 
father, who charged him, in the execution of his 
| miniſtry, to war a good warfare, holding faith 
and a good conſcience; to fight valiantly as a good 
{ ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, having and retaining, un- 
der all trials and temptations, the true faith ofthe 
Goſpel, and a good Conſcience; which he could 
do in no other way, than by faithfully diſcharg- 
ing the various duties of the miniſtry. 


Our text therefore naturally ſuggeſts two ſub- 


jects of inquiry. 
1. What is the true faith of the goſpel? 


2, What is to be done by a miniſter of the gol- 


el that he may hold a good conſcience ? 
I. What is the true faith of the goſpel ? 


By the true faith is intended that which is fav- 
ing or is juſtifying, or which is accounted for 
Z righteouſneſs to all thoſe who are the ſubjects 
"4 of it. It is a matter of great importance that 
woe have juſt ideas of that faith, which is the ne- 
ceſlary prerequiſite and abſolute condition of our 
juſtification. 
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___ = | _ juſtification. I hope PID HE this numerous 
1 audrtory will afford their patient” attention, 
=_ While ve endeavour to inveſtigate the nature of © 
W this cardinal Chriſtian grace. 7 
It is manifeſt, that by Mg . che Scrip- 
_ ture always means ſuch a fait ? 4 
zs certainly connected with, a eee With 
75 the goſpel. By compliance with the go Pee Y 
mean an obedience to the-precepts of it, thoſe 
Which relate to the temper and faßte ions of the 
| |. heart, as well as thoſe, which relate to the exter- 
| nal actions of life. "Thoſe hon! relate to the 
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ſtrict morality, jul ice, wath e and bene- 
ficence. 

That by true and ſaving. Faith, LY goſpel ? 
means ſuch a faith, as either implies in its very | 
nature, or infers as a necettary conſequence, fuck 
97 a compliance with the goſpel as has been now! 
58 delcribed, is manifeſt from various conſidera- 

Se tions. Any other faith, than that which im- 
plies, or is connected with compliance with the %; 
1 goſpel, is called a dead faith, and is condemned % 
1 1, vl { as not laving. | James 0 
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-James:H a4. What doth it profit, my bre- 


2g thren, though a man have faith, and have not 
works Can faith ſave him? Plainly impor- 

ting as you ſee, that a faith which does not im- 
p- PH or is not cormected with good works, is un- 
or profitable and not ſaving. See alſo the 17th, 
+ verſe ot the ſame chapter ; Even ſo faith, if it 
1 ath not works, is dead, being alone.” . Obedi- 
1 Fence to the goſpel is conſtaitly ſpoken of as ne- 
he ceflary to ſalvation, and thoſe ho diſobey it are 


ive 26. Every one that hearethithe ſayings of Chriſt, 
ve and doth them not, is likened unto a fooliſn man 
che ; who. built his houſe upon the ſand, and it fell 
of} with a great cataſtrophe. But he that hearcth 


en thè fayings of Chriſt and doth them, is likened 


his to a wile man, that built upon a rock; ſo that 
ons his houſe ſtood, and he obtained the end of his 
ex- labour in building it. james I. 29. If any 
en- man be a hearer of the word and not a doer, he 
and f is like unto a man beholding his face in a glaſs. 
f a For he beholdeth Himfelf; and goeth his Way, 
ne- and ſtraightway forgetteth what manner of man 
he was. But wholo looketh into the perfect 
ſpel | law of Hberty and continueth therein, he being 


Ly 


not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, 


'"ETY : 
uch this man ſhall be bleſſed in his deed. John VIII. 


10w | 32: <It ye continue in my word then are ye my 
ra- I Uoaples indeed.” Ch. XV. 14. « Yearemy 


im- friends, if ye do whatſoever I command you.” 
— Nov he that has ſaving faith is bleſſed with a 
ned ure title to ſalvation. But no man is thus blefſ- 


10 ed, but he who continueth in the law of liber- 
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ty and is a doer of the work vhich it preſcribes. 


nds and his diſciples indeed. But none are entitled 0 


manded. Therefore ſaving faith and compli- 


abſolutely neceſſary 
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that we have paſled from death unto life, be- | 
t 


that no murderer. hath eternal life a iding in 
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Therefore between ſaving faith and the doing 
of this work, there is an eſtabliſhed connection. 
Thoſe who have ſaving faith, are Chriſt's real frie 


to theſe characters, but thoſe who continue in ; 
Chriſt's word and do whatſoever he hath: com- 


ance with the goſpel are infallibly connected. 
Ihe ſame truth appears from this, that love 
to God, love to Chriſt, repentance of fin, uni- 
verſal love to mankind; and love to the bre- 
thren are thoughout the goſpel, repreſented as 
to ſalvation.— Rom. VIII. 
7. The carnal mind is enmity againſt God. But 
eto be carnally minded is death; and only to 
be ſpiritually minded is life and peace: and they 
that are in the fleſh, cannot pleaſe God.” If any 
man love not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be 
anathema maranatha. N ye therefore 
and be converted, that your ſins may be blotted 
out.” Except ye repent, ye {hall all likewiſe pe 
riſh.” 1 John II. g. 10.“ He that ſaith, he is in the 
light, and hateth his brother, is in darkneſs ev- 


SEES 


en until now. He that loveth his brother, a- 


bideth in the light.“ Ch. III. 14. 13. We know ö 


cauſe we love the brethren : he that loveth not 
his brother, abideth in death. Whoſoever hat- 
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eth his brother, is a murderer : and Fe know) 


him.” 1 Cor. XIII. 1--4. Mine”... I ſpeak with 
the tongues of men and. of angels, and have not 
5 1 charity 
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1 
ng | charity, am become as founding braſs and a 


m: | tinkling oye” And though I have the gifts 
of prophecy, and underſtand all myſteries, and 


e | 
ed all knowledge, and though I have all Faith, io 
in that Icould remove mountains, and have no cha- 
m- rity; Iam nothing. And though I beſtow all 
1li- my goods to feed the poor, and wt. [ give 
| my body to be burned, and have not charity; it 


profiteth me nothing.” * 
Thheſe are a few of the ſcriptural teſtimonics 
to the abſolute neceſſity of cordial compliance 
| as with the goſpel, in order to an inheritance of the 
III. Having bleſſings of it. But ſaving faith is abſo- 
But lutely connected with thoſe bleſſings. It follows 
eto therefore, that ſaving or juſtifying faith either in- 
hey volves in its very nature, or is indiſſolubly con- 
nected with a cordial compliance with the gol- 
\ be pel, in heart and life. | 
fore If this then be an eſtabliſhed principle, our 
tted next inquiry will be, What kind of faith is that, 
- pe Which either involves, or is certainly connected 
7.1 with, a cordial compliance with the goſpel. 
e- To this inquiry I anſwer, that a mere intel- 
a- lectual, Ipeculativeor doctrinal aſſent to the goſ- 


wow pelis not certainly connected with a cordial com- 


be- Pliance with the goſpel.— This is evident from 


not!] ſeveral conſiderations.—Firſt, from this, that this 
hat- kind of faith exiſts in perfection in the devils 
now and damned. jam. II. 19.“ Thou believeſt that 
g ini there is one God; thou doſt well: the devils al- 
With Mo believe and tremble.” If it be ſaid, that we 
> not <aunot argue from the caſe of the devils, as they 
ty are in a reprobate ſtate; whereas we are in a ſtate 
of probation: and though belief in the . is not 
EE ol 
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followed with reconciliation, it may be follow= 
ed with that effect in us, who are in a ſtate of 
probation: To this J reply, that belief in the 
reprobate will produce all the effect, which it 
will produce in men who are in a Rate of proba 
tion, except that which ariſes from the proſpect 
of the favour of God, and which is therefore the 
fruit of our natural ſelf-· love. But love to God and 
Chriſt from the motives of mere ſelſ-love, were 
it to ever ſo great a degree to follow from doct- 
rinal faith, would be no true and ſaviug compli- 
ance with the goſpel. «If ye love thoſe that love 
Fe thank have ye? Do not even the pub- 
icans the fame ?“ If ye follow Chriſt merely 
becauſe of the loaves, how are ye better than the 
unbelieving Jews? F T e 
Beſides, the very argument oſ the apoſtle James 
in the text juſt cited from him, is, that if we have 
no other faith than the devils have, we have no 
evidence of a title to ſalvation. It is as if the 
Apoſtle had faid, Thou believeſt, that there is 
one God; fo far is well; yet this is no proof that If 
thy faith is ſaving ; becauſe the devils have the i 
ſame ſaith, which is a full proof that thy faith is Ie 
eſſentially defective. But on the principle of the at 


objection, an anſwer to this reaſoning of the a- Har 


poſtle would have been at hand: the anſwer is Eil 
this; but if the devils have the fame faith which M 1 
{ have, this is no proof, but that my faith is gen- Il 
uine and ſaving. For they are not in a ſtate of a 
probation. Therefore that faith, which is not {fav and 
ing to them now, would be ſaving to them, were i, 
they in ſuch a ſtate as Jam in; and it is no objecti- 
on to the genuineneſs of my faith, or to its ſure 

connection 
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With ſalvation, that the devils have the ſame. 
Thus unleſs we allow, that the apoſtle under 


e  iÞſpiration argues inconcluſively ; we muſt be- 
it eve, that the faith of devils, or a merely ſpecu- 
4 Igtive and doctrinal faith, has no certain connec- 
| tpn with a real and ſaving compliance with the 
goſpel. A 
d 1 I. a merely ſpeculative faith have a natural 
s tendency to compliance with the goſpel, or be 
b gertainly connected with compliance, what is the 
ü- ſead faith of which the ſ{criptures ſpeak? On this 
principle it will follow, that there is no ſuch 
d- | ing as a dead faith which is without ſaving pro- 
ly fit; of which however the {ſcripture makes expr- 
ne Bs mention. If ſpeculative faith be certainly 
- Fonnected with compliance with the Goſpel, all 
& Fho have it will certainly be ſaved, and it nat- 
Ve rally tends to this compliance. And if it nat- 
10 grally tend to this compliance, it is a lively, oper- 
Ne tive faith, a faith which worketh by love. If 
I p, what is a dead faith? If it ſhould be ſaid, that 
at I ſpeculative faith, in ſome low degree, is a dead 
ne ith ; but in a higher degree, it worketi by love, 
E Me anſwer is eaſy; that if this be the general 
he Rature of a ſpeculative faith, it will in all its 
a Farious degrees more or leis work by love. It 
- Will in its loweſt degree have the {fame tendency 


I» kind, as in its higheſt; and will actually be 
n. Wilowed with ſomething of the ſame effect; and 
of Mat according to the degree of it: as genuine 
av and ſincere love to God, in its loweſt exerciſes, 
tends to the proper effects of love and actually 
produces tho effects according to the meaſure 
t the love it ſelf. Not even the loweſt degree 
this love can be called a dead love. So it the 
ature of ſpeculative faith were of the like ten- 
e dency 


without repeating what has been already 1{aie 
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that mankind are conſtantly exhorted to believe 


% 


dency to a e with the goſpel, none of 
itz exerciſes could be called a dead faith. k 

If mere ſpeculative faith, in which is involved? 
no emotion of the heart or will, be the ſaving? 
faith of the goſpel, ſaving faith is not ofa moral 
nature, the exerciſe of it is not a duty, and the 
omiſſion of it or unbelief, is no ſin; and it is as 
abſurd to exhort a man to believe, as to exhort lf 


blind man to ſee the Sun; as abſurd to threater# 


him for unbelief, as to threaten a deaf man fo 
not hearing the ſound of a trumpet; as abſurd tq; 
praile and reward a man for believing, as to praiſch 
and reward him for feeling the warmth of a ſum? J 
mer's day; and as abſurd to blame and puniſh $ 
man for unbelief, as to blame and puniſh an id id 
ot for not ſeeing the truth of a'mathematicai® 
theorem. n eee S001 BN 

Let nothing is plainer in the ſcripture, thai 


are threatened for unbelief; are entitled by fait 
to the reward of eternal life; and unbelief is prof 
perly called the damning ſin.— Theſe things it i 
conceived clearly demonſtrate, that the iaving 
faith of the goſpel is a moral act, an exerciſe 'oF 
emotion of the heart or will, and not of the ing 
tellect only | ; "x 

If it ſhould be ſtill thought, that a ſpeculativ# 
faith, if raiſed to a proper degree, will lead th 
ſubject to a cordial compliance with the goſpe 


that on that ſuppoſition it will according to th 


degree of it, have the ſame effect even in th f 


ſmalleſt exerciſes; that faith is not a moral ac 
nor a proper matter of exhortation, comma 
and reward; nor unbeliefa proper matter of de 
hortat.on, threatening and puniſhment: nm ma 
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pe further obſerved, that on that ſuppoſition re- 4 
e of generation is no change in the heart or temper, - i 
put wholly a change in the intellect, or it con- 4 
lvedl liſts in a new revelation; conſequently a man to 
ving Whom that change or that revelation isnot given, 
joraf ; no more blamable for not believing, than 

Hey to whom the ſacraments of the new. Teſta- 

ent have not been made known, are to be 
ort M Plamed for not oblerving them. The unbeliev- 
aten r in this cale is the proper object of pity, but 
1 fon Mot of reprehenſion. | f 
rd td Further, the principle which I am oppoſmg, 
rai{@mplies, that the heart of man is not naturally de- 
um] praved: Becauſe as ſoon as the increaſe of the 
niſh Fapacity or the new revelation is given to the in- 
1 idikellect, the heart immediately receives the truth 
ticalznd complies with it. The heart therefore is 

pPreviouſly and naturally diſpoſed aright, and ſo 
not depraved: or at leaſt not ſo depraved, but 
hat as ſoon as the requiſite increaſe of capacity - | 
yr the revelation is given to the intellect, the 
Heart immediately and readily complies: which 
s directly contrary to all that the ſcriptures teach 
us concerning the entire depravity of the human 
Heart by nature. 

If man, as ſoon as ſufficient knowledge or light 
is communicated to him, chearfully receive and 
Fomply with it, he is undoubtedly previouſly diſ- 

Poſed to comply with it. And he that is diſpoſed 
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zvell as be knows how to do. And what more can 
be required of any man than this?-Such a man? 
is ſo far from being totally depraved, as the ſcrip- 
ture teaches us that mankind are by nature, that 
he is totally diſpoſed to act and live aright; or in 
other words, he is totally ſanctified; and he needs) 
only to have the capacity and knowledge of 
an archangle, and he will be as holy. 0 
Theſe are ſome of the conſiderations, which 
ſeem to prove, that a mere {ſpeculative faith nei 
ther involves nor is certainly connected with &« 
cordial compliance with the goſpel, and there 
fore cannot be justifying and ſaving faith. f 

#1 


But if beſide the aſſent of the underſtandin 
to the truth of the goſpel, we take into our Ide 
of faith the conſent of the heart or will; ſuch % 
faith does involve or is certainly eonnected with 
a cordial compliance with the goſpel. 4 

He who cordially conſents to the ſcheme, q; 
the goſpel, rejoices in it; and he who rejoices i 
that ſcheme rejoices inJeſus Chriſt, the great ſubſ 
ject of the ſcheme. He who rejoices in ChriſM 
will rejoice in God, and love him fincerely ang 
ſupremely. He who loves God, will love hi 
law, and love to obey it. He who loves the lav 
will abhor every violation of it, hisown violation 
of it in particular, and will repent in duſt, an 
aſhes. He who loves God and is benevolent: 
diſpoſed to the intereſt of his Kingdom, will bl 
benevolent to all intelligent creatures, ſo far as Wl 
conſiſtent with the proſperity of God's KingdonW 
and therefore will lincerely love his fellow-meW 
in general, and particularly thoſe who appesM 
to be friends to the Tame kingdom of God ar 
to be the ſubjects of it. He who is the ſubject & 
theſe inward graces, will of courſe go into an ef 
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'canFernal conduct correſpondent to them. Thus 
man will he who is the ſubject of that faith which 
rip- gontains a conſent of heart, as well as an aſſent 
chalet the underſtanding to the truth, naturally and 
ertainly yeld a cordial compliance with the 
;Solpel. | | 

This then muſt be that faith which the ſcrip- 
Tres conſider as juſtifying and ſaving; as they 
Wertainly do always conſider ſaving faith as in- 
. nei Folving, or inferring as a certain conſequence, a 
ith 1 with the golpel. 

nere Concerning this faith and the nature of it, 
ſeveral further inquiries occur, which I beg leave 
ding now to propoſe and conſider. 

Ide 
ach erciſe, implying both an aſſent of the under- 
withſtanding and a conſent of the will, called by the 
name of faith? Or why muſt we underſtand the 
ae, q word faith, which occurs lo often in fcripture, in 
ces ilffthis complex ſenſe? Should we not rather un- 
t ſub derſtand it in the common ſenſe of the word, as 
hriſÞmeaning a bare aſſent of the underſtanding to 
yang teſtimony? Why ſhould we underſtand it in an 
e hißzunuſual ſenſe? 
> lavi 
tion why we muſt in this ſenſe underſtand the word 
t, anFfaith ſo often repeated in ſcripture, have been 
entl already given, and they need not be repeated. 
lt may however be further obſerved, that a 
bare aſſent to the goſpel could not properly be 
made the condition of juſtification and ſalvation, 
=-meWs it does not at all prepare a man for heaven or 
ppea for ation: juſtification or any of the ſpecial 
4 an bleſſings of the Chriſtian. | 


ect #4 To be prepared far heaven a man ought to 
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be of an holy heart; otherwiſe he cannot take 
„„ plea- 
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1. It is inquired, Why is this complex ex- 


To all this I anſwer, that ſome of the reaſons 
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pleaſure in the diſplays of the divine holineſs * 
there exhibited; or in the holy inhabitants, or in 
the ho y employments and holy pleaſures of that 
holy World. To be prepared for a grateful 4 
acknowledgment of the infinite goodneſs and 
grace of God, in beſtowing on him heaven, or i 
ardon and his ſpecial favour here, a man muſt '# 
bs fully ſenſible of his own unworthineſs, de- 
merit and ſinſulneſs, muſt be a real penitent 
and in genuine repentance muſt comply with 4 
the goſpel. There would manifeſtly be an im- ff 
propriety in granting theſe bleſſings to a man & 
not duly ſenſible of the infinite grace of God in 
the beſtowment of them, or of his own depend- 
ance on that grace. Therefore there is a ſuſſi- 
cient reaſon why ſomething further than mere 
ſpeculative faith is made the condition of par- 
don and ſalvation. And lince the ſcriptures uſe g 
the word faith to exprels that complex condi- 
tion of pardon, this is to be lure a ſufficient rea- 
ſon why we alſo ſhould uſe it in the ſame ſenſe. 
Every Author has a perfect right to uſe words 
in his own ſenſe, provided he does but explain 
or give notice of that ſenſe. And ſince the wri- 


4 
, 
N 

2 

, 


4 
15 


* 
: 


| 


. 
N 
; 5 
. 
* , 


as is certainly connected with a compliance, and 1 
propriety inuling the word faith ſo as to include ? 
We often ſay, that a man does not believe a 
that his houſe was on fire,and yet he ſhould notWy 


ters of ſcripture have ſufficiently ſhown us, that 

by faith they mean ſuch a belief of the golpel, 
that this implies a cordial conſent to the truth , 
believed; therefore they have acted with no im- 
a cordial conſent. A 
Nor is this a very uncommon uſe of the word. 
report or an information when he does not act hy 
agreeably to it. As if a man were informed ir 
ex-. 
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in 7xert himſelf to extinguiſh the flames or to eſ- 
at Cape; if a ſick man were informed of a remedy 
ul Pr his diſeaſe of ealy acquiſition and ſure or 
nd moſt probable ſucceſs, and yet he ſhould neglect 


Or I;; if a child were taught by his parents a ture 
uſt Ind feaſible way to proſperity, honor, and hap- 
le- gineſs in life, and the child in practice ſhould 
nt Fholly diſregard it; we ſhould naturally in all 
ith theſe and many other caſes ſay, that theſe per- 


m- , dns reſpectively did not believe the informa- 
an tion given them. No wonder therefore, that 
m the ſcriptures ſay concerning thole who act not 


ad- greeably to the information given in the goſ- 


Mi- Hel, that they believe it not. 

ere , 2. lt is alſo inquired, Why did not the ſcrip- 
al- ture make uſe of ſome other word of more 
ule Meterminate meaning, and which ſhould with- 
di- put a particular explanation, expreſs the com- 
ea- plex act of the mind, which is the condition of 
le. juſtification? To this it may be anſwered, that 
rds here does not appear to be any word of more 


ain Heterminate ſignification, which could have been 
ki q uſed in this caſe. V. g. Suppole the word receive 
hat had been ſubſtituted in the lieu of faith, {till we 
del, uſt have explained in what ſenſe Chriſt or the 
and Fpoſpel is to be received; whether with a mere 
uth Wpeculative aſſent or with a cordial complacency: 
im- pr if in complacency, whether that compla- 
ade Wency muſt be directed immediately to Chriſt 

Ind the goſpel themſelves, or to the benefits 
rd. ; n erely, which we expect to derive from them. 
e a Or it the word love had been the word, there 
act Would have been the ſame ambiguity concern- 
ned ng the nature and ground of the love, as was 
not ſuſt now mentioned concerning the word recieve. 
ex- 
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N If this act had been exprelled by the word iruſt 
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appropriation to a very high degree, and yety& 


Cc.) 


* 


ſtill we ſhould have had to inquire, in what ſenſe 
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we are to truſt in Chriſt, whether as a ſover- 1 
eign, claiming and exerciling the right to have 
mercy on whom he will have mercy and whom 
he will to harden; or whether we are to truſt © 
him in a belief, that we are the objects of his 
favour and not otherwiſe. Or if the word obe- 
dience or compliance had been choſen inſtead of 
faith; ſtill there are different ſenſes in which 
Chriſt may be obeyed, or the goſpel complied ; 
with. This obedience may be external or in- 
ternal; may proceed from the motive of mere 
ſelf-love or des ſincere and direct complacen- 
cy in the truth. | 1185 

g. Is juſtifying faith an rg roy door ack? And 
does the Chriſtian in faith believe, that Chriſt is 
his Saviour, that he is converted and will be ſav- 
ed? If by appropriation be meant choofing Christ 
as our ſaviour, wiſhing. to be ſaved by and thr- 
ough him, and in no other way, entirely ap- 
proving and acquieſcing in the method of ſalva- 
tion propoled in the goſpel, and hoping to be 
ſaved in this way; doubtleſs all this is or may be 


contained in Juitiying faith. From the veiw of 
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Chriſt's ſufficiency to ſave, the believer may hope 
that he may be ſaved by him, though he do not 
at preſent believe that he js intereſted in him. 
--But if by appropriation be meant a belief that yy 
we are now intereſted in Chriſt, it is by no means 
an eſſential part of ſaving faith. Such an ap- 
propriation is not by'any means necellarily con- 
nected with a cordial compliance with the goſ- 1 


pel. A man may have, and many have had, this 


= 
® . ; . 0 75 ? 
have lived in groſs immorality. A man may have 


this appropriation, and yet not be pleaſed with. 
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TY | 
— the character of Chriſt only ſo far as he conceives 
ive or hopes, that he has derived, or is about to de- 
om Jive ſome benefit from him. He may ſtill be great 
uſt 4 diſpleaſed with the holineſs of Christ, and with 
his Wis determination to puniſh ſin and ſinners con- 
be. inuing in fin. He may be diſpleaſed with the ſo- 
orf fereignty of Christ and of his grace. He may 


ich de equally diſpleaſed with the goſpel, the duties, 
he terms, and the conditions of it. He will 
therefore not receive either Chriſt or the goſpel 
Pith any proper and direct complacency. In 
like manner he may be wholly without any com- 
Ppliance with the goſpel in fincere and ſupreme 
love to God, in a chearful ſubmiſſion to him and 


zw In. Whatever repentance and love he has, may 


iQ be wholly the fruit of felt-love.--So with refpect 


Wo love to mankind and every other affection.— 
Therefore as this appropriation is by no means 


a | . P . Sz Y 

=. ertainly connected with a compliance with the 
\ begolpel, it cannot be ſaving faith. 

be 4. Does ſaving faith imply either a belief, that 


hriſt died for him in particular, who is the fub- 


ect of the faith or a belief that he died for all 


Opes ' 

1-6 nen in {ſuch a ſenſe at leaſt, that he has made 

im atonement for all? It is faid by ſome that there 
F 


Js no foundation for me to exerciſe faith in 
hrist, but one or other of theſe ; a belief that 
hrist died for me in particular, and made atone- 
Ment for my fins in particular; or a belief that 
- of. de hath made ſufficient atonement for all man- 
chi- Kind; that if I believe that he died for me in 
vet Particular. I have a foundation on nich to truſt 
ave? him : Or if I believe that he hath made an a- 
vit oneſnent ſufficient for all men, Uebel have a 

Foundation on which I may truſt in him for fel- 
1 | | 3 na 
7 


the 
4 * 


p 


( 18 ) 


vation: but that beſide theſe two there is no. 9 
other foundation for faith or truſt in him: that 3 
therefore all thoſe who believe, that Chriſt hath 4 
made atonement for the ſins of the ele& only, 
muſt have the ee faith, or a faith 
which conſiſts in believing that Chriſt died for 
them in particular. ee 4 
Concerning all this I beg leave to obſerve, gf 
that if by ſaving faith we mean a truſt or reli- F 
ance on Chriſt in the perſuaſion, that he ill 
ſave us, it muſt imply either a belief thathe died i 
for us in particular, or a belief that he died, and 
hath made atonement for all men. But if by 
ſaving faith we mean, as I conceive that we ought & 
to mean, a firm belief of the report and doctrine & 
of the goſpel, andafirm belief of the character, 
offices, and ſufficieney of Jeſus Chriſt as a ſaviour, 
and a cordial complacency in him, and a will- 
ing acquieſcance in the way of ſalvation through 
him; ſaving faith may exiſt in a man, who be- 
lieves neither that Chriſt died for him in parti- & 
cular, nor. that he has made atonement ſufficient | 
for all men. 4 
5. Very ſimilar to the laſt mentioned, is the fol- 
lowing inquiry; Does the firſt exerciſe of ſaving i 
faith imply a truſt in Chriſt for ſalvation ? The 
anſwer wholly depends on the meaning of the 
exprellion truft in Chriſt for ſalvation. If by that 
expreſſion be meant a confidence that Chriſt will N 
ſave us in particular; I anſwer, that this is not 
the firſt exerciſe of ſaving faith. But if by truſt- | 
ing in Chriſt be meant a belief that Chriſt is the 
only ſaviour ; that he is all- ſufficient as a ſaviour ; 
that he is able to fave us and all who believe in 
him; that we depend on him for ſalvation, if e- 
ver we be to be ſaved, and that we wiſh to be 
fav- 


( 19 ) 


 Hhved in no other way, = approving the 
| ] 


way which is through him; as all this may becon- 


> "ined in the firſt act of wo faith, ſo truſting 
tin Christ for ſalvation in this ſenſe, is or may be 
1 "the firſt act of faith. 

'3 


Does ſaving faith lead to a compliance with 
e Goſpel ? Is it the cauſe of that compliance 
Which conſiſts in ſincere & ſupreme love to Chriſt, 
and to the Father, genuine repentance of ſin, love 
?, of mankind &c. ? To this I anſwer, faith itſelf as 
I. has been now explained, is at leaſt in part a 


ill Gmpliance with the golpel. To receive Christ 
_ With cordial complacency, is ſo far to comply with 
14 


e goſpel. But this act is not the cauſe of it ſelf. 
contains in its nature ſincere love to Chriſt and 
the whole Deity; therefore it cannot be the 
ne ule of the firſt act of love to God or to Chriſt. 
er, p, as faith contains in its very nature the eſſence 
ur, W a general compliance of heart with the goſpel, 
U- cannot be the cauſe of that compliance. To 
gh Þ the caule, it muſt be diſtin& from it, and ſo 
de- Iſtinct from all cordial complacency in the goſ- 
l. But that faith which is diſtin& from compla- 
Ency, is a mere ſpeculative faith and therefore is 
e certainly connected with a ſaving compliance 
ol- Ich the goſpel. So that let our idea of faith be 
ing Pat it may it is not the cauſe of compliance 
he Ich the goſpel. If faith imply a cordial conſent 
the the truth, it cannot be the cauſe of compli- 
at We but involves it, ſo far as relates to the heart. 
ill Waith be a mere aſſent of the underſtanding, it 
wot not be the cauſe of compliance, as there is no 
- Eftain connection between the one and the o- 
he r. Speculative faith can work on thoſe prin- 
r; Nes only, which are in the heart, but can never 
in pro 
c- i bh. 


(36). 
roduce new principles or new taſtes. Specula- 
tive faith concerning the utility of honey and 
its fublerviency to health, will never produce a 
taſte for honey in a man, who has no taſte for 
it. If a man had no ſenſe of honour or of ſhame ;* 
no information and belief concerning the uſe and y 
neceſſity of that principle ſo common to men 
would produce it in him. Nor if a parent wer 
without the principle of natural affection, woulq; 
Pp any {peculative belief concerning it, or informa# 
tion concerning his child, produce the yearning} 
* and delires of an aftectionate Parent. But where 
ever the principle exiſts, it is eaſy to excite it 
proper emotions. . 
So where a principle of benevolence to in 
telligent being of love to God and to holineſf 
exiſts, it is eaſy to draw it forth into its prop 
exerciſes. But where no ſuch principle exiſt 
it is impoſſible to create the principle or to excif 
the exerciſes of love to God and holineſs by mc 
{peculative faith. | 10 
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Many finners who have no doubt concerning 


the acts and doctrines of the goſpel, yea who haft 
irrong ccnviction of their own fin and dang © 
in view of thoſe doctrines; yet pretend not, af 
in fact are not reconciled to the goſpel, ſo as co 
dially to comply with it, and perhaps ſhow this 'W 
their ſubſequent lives.--Were it otherwiſe, . 
mere ſpeculative faith communicate a new hea ge 
there would be no need of the influence of T3 
divine fpirit, unleſs it were to increaſe the facuſ 
of intellect or to impreſs or reveal a new idea 
it, which would be to produce an effect not off 
moral nature, for being without which we 8& 
not blam able, a id after we become theſubject 

e W2 are no way moraliy better, than we vi. 
be 
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cula i | fore.” This od} be not only re ation 
/ and H a phyſical 3 but it would be a re- 


ice a generation, which would produce a phyſical eff- 
e for s kt, as much phyſical as would be the effect of 
ame ; changing the Ethiopian's ſkin or of adding a 
2 and! bit to our ſtature.--But this, as has been ſhown, 
men 4 no Te of heart: nor is it certainly connect- 
wert with a change of heart: and if it were certainly 
roul Pnnected with ſuch a change, that change would 
ma effected by mere moral ſuaſion and not by any 
ning Ifluence of the ſpirit immediately on the e 
here} gr will. The increaſe of the faculty of intellect 
te it ind the revelation or exhibition of any merely in- 
1 Ellectual idea, can influence the heart by moral 
uaſion only: 
n Does not juſtifying faith conſiſt in a fi ght or 
ew of the ſpiritual glory of the goſpel, or in that 
pſlent to the divine original of the goſpel, which 
immediately reſults from the view of its ſpiritual 
glory? And is not this view of ſpiritual glory or 
his ſpiritual light diſtin&t from the exerciſe or 
nig complacency of the heart? Is it not antecedent 
hal to it and the immediate cauſe of it? This appears 
mel to be the idea of ſome; and they allow that this 
„ 2 light! is ſupernatural, and the effect of the imme- 
5 col 1 diate influence of the Spirit of God. To this I an- 
\is wer; If this light be diſtinct from all exerciſes of 
„ al 7 the heart, there is no morality, no grace, no reli- 
IIS Uh [gion in it, more than in ſeeing the light of the ſun; 
f ($207 are we while deſtitute of this ſpiritual light, 
cullß more obligated to have it, than the blind man is 
ea I to ſee the light of the fun ; nor is he who has it, any - 
t 2 more n than he who having his eyes 
F. pen ees the light of the Sun. In ſhort, the > obler- 
© if yationsin general, which have been made concern- 
wi ine mere Ipeculative faith, are true with applica- 
of tion to this ſpiritual light, which is ſupnoſed to 
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As mere ſpeculative faith cannot produce a new i 


_ intellef, in enlarging its capacity, or in communi- 
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be without all exerciſe of heart, and thereſore 


27 


is in reality nothing elſe but ſpeculative faith, or 7 
ſpeculative knowledge. For what is ſpeculative ig 
knowledge, but Knowledge inthe intellect mere- 
ly, not involving any emotions of the heart or ox 
affections? And ſuch this ſpiritual light, of which 8 


I am ſpeaking, is ſuppoſed and deſcribed to be. 


heart or holy love; ſo neither can ſpiritual light, 
if it be diſtinct from all emotion of heart, any 

more than ſpeculation will produce natural aftec- i 
tion or compaſſion, in him who is wholly deſtitute 
of the principles of thoſe emotions. And if this ſpi- 
ritual light did produce holy love, it would produce 
it by mere moral ſuaſion, as it could in no other Hi 
way operate on the mind at all. This would ex- 
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clude all influence of the ſpirit on the heart in re- 


generation and Whatever influence of the Spirit 
is admitted on this hypotheſis, muſt be on the bare 


cating a new revelation. 

If it be ſaid, that there is no new capacity giv- 
en to the mind, nor new revelation communicat- 
ed, buta view of the beauty and glory of old truths 
long ſince known ; {till if this glory be diſcerned 
by mere intellect, as it is, provided it be diſtinct 
from all emotion of heart; why is it not as much 
a new revelation as if ſome new truth were made 
known? l | 

I beg leave further to obſerve, that the ſight or 
apprehenſion of beauty or glory of any kind, is 
not prior to the love of that beauty, nor is diſtinct 
from it. We do not irit fec the beauty of a pic- 
ture or of a countenance, and then are pleaſed 
with it. But the very ſight of the beauty carries 
in it complacency. Nor is there any thing elle 
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eig complacency in a beautiful picture than the 
= tht of its beauty. So with regard to beauty and 
in general. 82 
h 84” Is faith the firſt exerciſe of grace in the re- 
gerate Soul? Anſwer. If by faith we mean a 
Wee ſpeculative aflent, it is neither the firſt nor 
> i laſt exerciſe of grace, becauſe it is no exer- 
of grace at all. It is no more an exerciſe of 
ee than the devils are the ſubjects of, while 
V believe and tremble. But if by faith we 
Ban a cordial belief of the truth, implying a 
Wiſcnt of the will to the goſpel and complacen- 
Min Chriſt, this may or may not be the firſt ex- 


heart, or a new bias of the will. This new 


it Wart once given may exerciſe itſelf variouſly as 
e ects are preſented to view. Sometimes the 
!- Wt object coming into the view of the renewed 

| may be Chriſt and his Spiritual glory: of 
— Krſe the new creature will exert itſelf in love 
- Khim and in cordially receiving him in his glo- 
4 us character as a ſaviour. In other inſtances, 


Deity in general may be the firſt object oc- 
ring to the view of the regenerate ſoul. In 
n is uh the firſt exerciſe of grace will be love 
le God. In ſome inſtances {in may be the firſt 
ect; then the firſt exerciſe of grace will be 


T Wentance. But the moſt natural order of the 
is {Wrciſe of the ſeveral graces ſeems to be, love 
Go od; ſubmiſion to his law; and in view of 
va righteouſneſs and amiableneſs of the law, an 


horrence and repentance of fin, which is the v- 


e [Worrence of ſin and in a delire to be delivered 
m it and the conſequences of it, an acceptance 
riſt as the deliverer, or Saviour. 

| Ob 


ri iſe of grace. It implies regeneration and a 


tion and practical contempt of the law: in 
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Objection. _ Howcan we love God unleſs w. f 
believe in him? But to believe in God is faith; 


therefore faith is before love and the ee 


of it. 
Anſwer. We muſt diſtinguiſh. between bay : 
lief in general and faith in Chriſt as the Savioug 
which is juſtifying ſaith. It is undoubtedly tru 
that we cannot love God unleſs we believe tha 
he exiſts. But a bare belief in the divine exif 
ence is not juſtifying faith. So that this objeCtidf 4 
proves not, that juſtiſying faith is before any 
ther exerciſe of grace. It only proves, that lon 
belief concerning the object of any affection; is nf 
celſary to the exerciſe of that aftection ;; whit | 
is not . inconſiſtent with any thing which has beg 
advanced. | 
9. What is the cauſe of faith ? Why does 01 1 
man believe and not another? 
Anſwer. The ſame as is the cauſe of any 
ther grace. God changes the heart; then d 
man 1s prepared for the exerciſe of any grace, 
truth and proper objects are preſented; and 1M 
the exer eile ol faith as well as other Se Ti 
faith is the gift of God 4A 
10; Is faith a duty to which we are reaſoul 
bly and morally obligated ? It is taid, that fa $ 
depends on evidence; that when evidence is mo 
ſented, we muſt believe and cannot withhold « 
aflent ; but when it is not preſented, we cannot j 
lieve; how then can faith be a matter of obligh 
tion. | 4 e 
Anſwer. If faith were a mere e e "ar 
ſent of the intellect, this reaſoning would 
concluſive. In that caſe we ſhould believe 
evidence appeared, and could not, though ever 
candid, believe without evidence, Nor {hc 
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ge be. blamable unleſs evidence were ſhut out 
our prejudice.--But faith is a cordial belief of 
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1 | : | 
aith he truth. This depends not merely on real e- 
ati Mence, but on the temper of the heart. There- 


. e faith is as much a duty as love to God, love 
be Chriſt, repentance of fin & c. and it is a duty for 
zouſhe ſame reaſon that either of thoſe is a duty. 
oy d for the ſame reaſon unbelief is a great fin. 
tha 1. But how can it be the duty of a man to 
ex lieve, when he is dependent on God for faith 
cud and faith is his gift? . 
Anf. Doubtleſs it is the gift of God in the 
me ſenſe as any grace is. Still it is a duty. So 
Nye to God; repentance of ſin; love to mankind ; 
e true and ſincere practice of juſtice, truth and 
eneficence, are all his gifts. Yet all theſe are 
ties of indiſpenſable obligation. Juſt ſo is faith 
A Christ. 
If we be not in duty obligated to the exerciſe 
d practice of the ſeveral forementioned graces 
d virtues; we are not obligated to any thing, 
t what is agreeable to our own corrupt princi- 
les and biaſes; which is abſurd and what no 


an will avow or vindicate. 
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ints are de- 


ve all men, as they live and move and have their 
dings in God, are dependent on him for power 
eve 


WP perform the moſt common actions of life. Yet 
man will pretend, that ſaints are not indiſ- 
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dependent with reſpect to 22 thing, and 
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ere and to make proficiency in Chriſtian grace; 
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penſably obligated: to perſevere and to grow ir 
grace; or that any man is not obligated to I 
in the practice of kindneſs and good neighbour. 
hood to all around hin ON 
12. But how is a man in duty bound to bel eve 4 
when God hath not decreed that he ſhall believe 
but has decreed to leave him without the gift of 
faith 2 ? „ ot ee ne 
Anſ. Notwithſtanding any divine decree, iti 
our duty to believe for the ſame reaſon as it if 
our duty to do any thing elfe, which God h: MA 
not decreed to give us an inelination to do; for in 
. ſtance to read the ſcriptures, to pray, to worth iii 
God in any form, to pay our juſt debts, to ſpeall 
the truth &c. If any man neglect any of theſd 
duties, this very neglect proves, that God did no 
decree to influence him to perform the duty neg. 
lected, but did decree to permit the neglect o 
it. «For God decrees whatſoever cometh to paſs. 
Yet no man will hence argue, that the man who 
Is lects thoſe duties, commits no fin in that neg | 
ect. | FECT dF 1 
It was the indiſpenſable duty of Joſeph's bre 
thren to love and to treat him with brother 
kindneſs. Yet they hated him, conſpired again 
him and fold him into Egypt. And it appear 
by the event, that all this was agreeable to th 
divine decree; nor did this decree in the leaſt diſt 
ſolve their obligation to him. It was the duty off 
1 to have loved, reverenced and cleaved to 
huis Lord. Yet he hated and betrayed him, and 
this is proved both by the event, and by the ex- 
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'" preſs declaration of ſcripture, to be agreeable to 
4 | the divine decree. But this decree did not in the 
1 leaſt releaſe Judas from his obligation to his Lord. 
f [if 2 God's decrees are not the rule of our duty; 
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ey were; we could not know the rule of our 
w in duty before e acted, unleſs there were a pro- 
iv: Nhecy of the event; and it would be impoſlible, 
or Hat there ſhould be any; ſin in the univerſe, as 
Od decrees whatſoever comes to pals. _ 

Sve 3. But does not this doctrine, that faith is a 
eve | | 

ty, favor, ſelf et Does it not afford 


jeve 
ift Mee ground of elſ-applauſe to the ſinner, to 
ink that he is juſtified by faith; that faith is a 
>, it. bty, a good work, an amiable Chriſtian grace ; 
bit * that therefore, he is juſtified by his good work, 
na doing his duty in part at leaſt ? Anſwer. If by 
in Wuſtification by good work” be meant juſtification 
hint before and without all good works or exerciſ- 
peall$ ot grace; no doubt every believer is juſtified by 
rhe({$00d work, and we are ſo tar from denying or 
Ino ading the charge, that we avow and defend it 
neg ms evangelical truth. Without faith it is impoſli- 
cle to pleaſe God. Thoſe therefore who have 
af; Mith do pleaſe him. But they that are in the fleſh 
ha annot pleaſe him. Therefore in order to pleaſe 
neg od, we muſt not be in the fleſh, but in the ſpirit, 
nd muſt be ſanctified and of courſe exerciſe the 
bre rue grace of God. If any man love not our Lord 
erh ſus Chriſt, let him be Anathema Maranatha i. e. 
int him be under the curſe, and therefore while 
an Without the love of Chriſt, he is under the curſe: 
the ind of courſe cannot be in a ſtate of juſtification, 
dif here is therefore now no condemnation to 
y 0 it] em that are in Christ [eſus, who walk not af- 
to er the fleſh but after the ſpirit. By this it ap- 
and Pars, that while we walk after the fleſh and un- 
ex. l we begin to walk after the ſpirit, and to ex- 
e ta feiſe the graces of the ſpirit, we are under con- 
the gemnation. To be carnally minded is death; 
rd Put to be ſpiritually minded is life and peace. 
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we are fpirituelly minded. 
a juſtification which is obtained on the ground of It 
any merit, ſatisfaction or atonement implied in Wv« 
our good work or made by it; this I utterly re- er 
probate and deny that it is implied in any thing 81 
t hat has been ſaid. 6 00 re 

14. Does not this doctrine, that faith is the duty v 
of all men, overthrow the doctrine of the total Me. 
depravity of human nature. If the exerciſe of 4 B 
faith and other grace, be the indiſpenſable duty of id 
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all men, will it not follow, that there is ſome NY 
good prineiple in mankind ; ſome principle from Wy a 
which the exerciſe of grace may flow ?--Anſwer. hu 
This by no means follows. Though it be the du- 
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+ 


* 


. ty of all men to believe, they may not he diſpoſed WF 1 
to do this duty. Though it is undoubtedly the i 
duty of the ſaints to grow in grace, and to perſe- 
vere in holineſs to the end of life ; yet without 

| Ipecial grace they will not either perſeyere or 
grow in grace. | | 
II. We come now to conſider, What is to be i 
done by a miniſter of the goſpel, that he may hold i 

a good conſcience? As N enlarged ſo much 

on the firſt head of my diſcourſe, I muſt not dwell 

on this, but in general very ſummarily obſerve ; 

that he muſt be faithful to his own ſoul, and main- 

- tain the conſtant exerciſe of divine grace, and cloſe We 
converſe with God ;--he muſt be faithful to his 
charge as a miniſter ; faithful in his ſtudies ; in 
preaching the word; in his private dealings with a 

the fouls of men, and that according to their cha- 
raters, whether ſaints or ſinners ; whether in 
health or in ſickneſs and on a dying bed; whe- 
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Per fecure or awakened ; whether moral or im- 


$f God, and faithfully diſpence the diſcipline which 
- *Ohriſthas inſtituted ; and muſt do it prudently, 
yet firmly; with entire benevolence, yet without 
our or affection, or reſpect to the perſons of 
en., He muſt not only conſcientiouſly do what 
1 believes himſelf bound to do; but he muſt take 

re to inform his conſcience aright: for in this, 


; well as in all other caſes, we are bound to judge 


#cording to truth: and we judge at our peril. 


But paſſing by the many things which might be 
[ lid under this head, I ſhall relieve your patience 
Fan addreſs,--1. To the paſtor elect; 2. To the 
Ehurch and Society in this town. 

a I. To THE PASTOR ELECT. 


d j | My young friend and fellow-labourer ; as the true 
© nd 
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e Apoſtles have ſo much inſiſted, I thought it 
vt unſuitable to the prelent occaſion, to bring 
ſomewhat largely into view, to explain it accor- 
ng to my ability and to conſider the principal 
Wihculties which have been raiſed concerning it. 
h After the example of your divine Lord, you are 
I preach, e that believeth and is baptized 
> Wall be ſaved ; and he that believeth not ſhall be 
ned.“ e that believeth on the Son, hath 
© Wgerlaſting life: but he that believeth not the Son, 
is All not lee life; but the wrath of God abideth 
n A bim.“ After the example of the apoſtles you 
h a to preach, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Christ 
- BE thou ſhall be ſaved.” This is his com- 
n Mandment that ye believe on the name of his Son 
us Chriſt.” The nature of this faith I have 
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oral! He muſt be faithful as a ruler in the houſe 


&/ > occeling immediately to cloſe the diſcourſe 


aving faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is ſo car- 
mal a ſubject of the Goſpel, on which Chriſt and 
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Therefore we can have no ſpiritual life or peace 


1 with God, and of courſe cannot be juſtified, till g 
i = we are ſpiritually mind. 
3 But if by juſtification by good work, be meant 
— a juſtification which is obtained on the ground of y 


any merit, ſatisſaction or atonement implied in 
our good work or made by it; this T utterly re- 
probate and deny that it is implied in any thing 

t hat has been ſaid. FFT 
14. Does not this doctrine, that faith is the duty 
of all men, overthrow the doctrine of the total 
depravity of human nature. If the exerciſe of 
faith and other grace, be the indiſpenſable duty oil 
all men, will it not follow, that there is ſomeW 
good prineiple in mankind ; ſome principle from ll 
which the exerciſe of grace may flow ?--Anſwer.\f 
This by no means follows. Though it be the du- 
ty ofall men to believe, they may not be diſpoſed 
to do this duty. Though it is undoubtedly the 
duty of the ſaints to grow in grace, and to perſe- 
vere in holineſs to the end of life ; yet without 
| tpecial grace they will not either perſevere or | 
grow in grace. | | j 
II. We come now to conſider, What is to be 
done by a miniſter of the goſpel, that he may hold 
a good conſcience? As 1 enlarged ſo much 


on the firſt head of my diſcourſe, I muſt not dwell 
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on this, but in general very ſummarily obſerve; | 

that he muſt be faithful to his own ſoul, and main- 
- tain the conſtant exerciſe of divine grace, and cloſe 
converſe with God ;--he muſt be faithful to his 
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charge as a miniſter ; faithful in his ſtudies ; in 9 
preaching the word; in his private dealings with a 
the ſouls of men, and that according to their cha- 
racters, whether ſaints or ſinners ; whether in 
health or in ſickneſs and on a dying bed; whe- 

5 ü 59 


g \ "ER 1 $52... f | Es, VI 
K * ern 83 * 


my = 4 
; >, (wh F c al N I + — * 82 1 
1 1. l nn — * 3 is #0 {rv ay, > Way 8 8 74 5 N 8 
eee —_— r 2 "x 3 r . - N 2 by \ 
: A 2 r CAT RAS ADC Ar © "TRE ag Ja —5 
n : TS v9 WW? * 


iq 74 4 N * 
69 


ace Mer ſecure or awakened ; whether moral or im- 


till ral. He muſt be faithful as a ruler in the houſe 
od, andfaithfully diſpence the diſcipline which 
ant (Mriſt has inſtituted; and muſt do it prudently, 
d of Wet firmly; with entire benevolence, yet without 
in our or affection, or reſpect to the perſons of 


re- In, He muſt not only conſcientiouſly do what 

ung believes himſelf bound to do; but he muſt take 

= re to inform his conſcience aright : for in this, 

luty Wwellas in all other caſes, we are bound to judge 

otalWeording to truth: and we judge at our peril. 

e of But paſſing by the many things which might be 

ty of {4 under this head, I ſhall relieve your patience 

ome p oceeding immediately to cloſe the diſcourſe | 
rom an addreſs, 1. To the paſtor elect; 2. To the 

wer. urch and Society in this town. n 

du- I. To Tye PASTOR ELECT. 
oled 
the WW 


rle- Hal a ſubject of the Goſpel, on which Chriſt and 
hout 8 de Apoſtles have ſo much inſiſted, I thought it 
© Or pt unſuitable to the preſent occaſion, to bring 
Wlomewhat largely into view, to explain it accor- 
) be 0 Ti g to my ability and to conſider the principal 
hold | Hculties which have been raiſed concerning it. 
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well preach, He that believeth and is baptized 


ve; Mall be ſaved; and he that believeth not ſhall be 
1amn- os 


cloſe @ Erlaſting life: but he that believeth not the Son, 
> his fl l not ſee life; but the wrath of God abideth 


; in him. After the example of the apoſtles you 
with ax 


cha- and thou ſhall be ſaved.” - «This is his com- 


us Chriſt.” The nature of this faith I have 
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a tr young friend and fellow-labourer ; as the true 
aving faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is ſo car- 


ter the example of your divine Lord, you are - 


ned,” He that believeth on the Son, hath 


to preach, «Believe on the Lord Jeſus Christ 
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attempted to explain. This is the faith which 
you are to preach. You are not only to preach 
the neceſſity of faith in general; but you are to ex- 
plain the nature of true faith; you are to diſtin- F 
guiſh it from ſeveral ne which are called faith; 
5 | from a mere ſpeculative faith; from an appropri-— 
E = ating faith; from a. mere confidence of our own |! 
| good eſtate; from every thing called by the name 


:4 
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2 of faith which is not certainly connected with aY 
1 compliance with the goſpel. A mere ſpeculative 
1 faith is no duty and can with no propriety. be 
== made the matter of exhortation. Nor is the ap- 
= propriating faith a duty, unleſs we have evidence 
= of our intereſt in Chriſt. But what evidence off 
this can there be by any other medium, than that 
| of ſanctification ? Point out in your ſermons the 
9 danger ofa falſe faith, and warn your people a- 
[hs | gainſt deluſion on that head. The danger is great. 
— | Thouſands have been deluded, and thouſands 

probably will be deluded in this particular. Andi 


* | rhaps as many have been and will be deluded 1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


y one as by the other of the kinds of falſe faith 

juſt mentioned. 5 0 

If people have ſomething more than a mere 

TOTES ſpeculative faith, and together with their faith, ha- 
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ve emotions of love; lead them to enquire of what 
kind their love is; whether it be ſelfiſh or bene- 
volent and diſintereſted. 3 9 
Together with this faith, preach thoſe doctrine: 
and thoſe duties which are immediately conne Ct} 
ed with it; ſuch as the new. birth, converſion, rey 
pentance unto life, ſupreme love to God, real ang 
direct benevolence to mankind, the divine effica\ 
cious grace and the ſovereignty of it, the ' ſaint 
perſeverance, and endleſs rewards and puniſh 
ments.--Preach the dependence of man on Go 
ne OY 
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en or faith as well as for grace in general; yet preach 
he duty of faith, even the duty of all men to whom 
e gelpel is preached, to repent and believe the 
h; opel, and that no man hath a right to procraſt- 
Pate this duty at all. Preach alſo the fruits of 
5 1 ith, the external conduct naturally flowing from 
mc , and the external marks of its Abner 
h a Thus you will preach experimentally, prac- 
i aally, uſefully, and with the divine bleſſing ſuc- 
6 escully. Thus having this faith in your own 
*P" ul, and thus preaching it to others, you will 
omply with our text and hold faith and a good 
1 Pulce. Thus you will «be a good miniſter 
f Jeſus Chriſt, nouriſhed up by the words of faith 
the Ind of found doctrine.” 
le II. I ſhall in very few words addreſs mylelf to 
real. ne church and ſociety in this town. 
ny Men, Brethren, and Fathers; You alſo have 
AnBeard what has been ſaid concerning the diſtin- 
uiſhing nature of ſaving faith. And if it be the 
uty of your paſtor to preach this faith; it is your 
Wuty to exerciſe it; and to receive the truth, 
Wot only with a ſpeculative aſſent; but with a 
rdial conſent. Faith is a duty equally incum- 
nt on you, as repentance, love to God, love to 
en, or any moral virtue. Therefore while any 
vou continue in unbelief you continue in fin ; 


rin" d you are to expect, that your paſtor acting 


ithfully will reprove you for this, as well as for 
g Le y other ſin of which you may be guilty; that 
ane will do what in him lies to convince you of it; 


flica d that by a clear exhibition of the neceſlity of 


laintWith, of the reaſonableneſs of it, of the requiſition 
intl it by God, of the awful conſequences of unbelief, 
1 Gold of the bleſſed conſequences of true faith, 

for Me will urge you to a compliance with the calls 


the goſpel, tothe exerciſe of faith and that im- 
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amine thoſe which you may, have hitherto en- 


juſt ideas of the true faith of Jeſus Christ, and 


c „ 
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«The wiſdom which is from above is firſt pure, 


fall out by the way, than thoſe which are ſmaller ; 
and perhaps they are more apt to deviate from 
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mediately without any further delay. 4 f K 0 
Labour to get right Ideas of ſaving faith. Ex- 


tertained: examine whether they imply any more 
than a ſpeculative aſſent; or at moſt an appro- 
priation. As your paſtor ſhall make thats dif- 
tinctions, apply them to your ſelves in cloſe, ex- 
amination. Take heed that you amuſe not your- 


- 


ſelves with a falſe faith and falſe hope. 


careful examination of yourſelves with reſpect to 
it, will happily, not only tend to preſerve yo 
from fatal deluſion ; but will tend to your growth 
in grace. The clear knowledge of the truth 
the great mean appointed by God of growth in 
grace. And the knowledge of the truth in ſuch 
a capital article as that of the Chriſtian faith, 1 
nas connected with the knowledge of almoſt 
every important evangelical truth. It implies a 
knowledge of the goſpel in general, and partic- 
ularly a alba e fa Lord and Saviour Je- 
{us Chriſt ; and therefore molt directly tends to 
general Chriſtian edification. 9 25 
We ſincerely congratulate you on the events o 
this day; that with ſo much peace and unanimity 
you have obtained the reſettlement of the goſpel} 
miniſtry among you. 142075 
Cultivate purity and peace among yourſelves. 


then peaceable. And may there ever ſubſiſt the 
moſt cordial peace between you and your paſtor; 
Such large ſocieties as you are, are more apt 10 


purity. Let me therefore beſeech you to be on 
your guard in both theſe reſpe&ts. Your paſtor 
75 | - A 18 
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voung and comparatively unexperienced: there- 
re you are not to expect ſo much from him on 
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work to which he is called, to aſſiſt him by 
Pur prayers, by your kind advice, by your influ- 
Pre iy ce, and by all the waysin your power. Thus 
4 Chile he is labouring for your ſpiritual good, you 
eo in be labourin bor the ſame important object. 
our Thus may you A long happy together, fellow- 


, - 


e Wbourers, though in different capacities, in the 


nd ame common cauſe. And having happily and 
* cceſstully united your labours here, may you in 


Jene time be received unitedly to partake of the 
+ il lefled fruits of your reſpective labours, in the 

Wall reſpectively «reſt from your labours and 
| me Pur works ſhall follow you.” 


THE END. 


ſelves.| 
pure 
ſiſt theß 
paſtor 
> apt 10 
1A11er ; 
from 
be on 
paſtor 
18 


What account.--It will be your duty, in the ardu- 


in _ of perfect peace and glory, where you 
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